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Brief Task 3 "Hallo, Hello, jHola!"

October - December 2000

We introduce ourselves

Last school year we produced a video introduction with the three schools involved in our
project. This was, however a task that ran parallel to the School News. With task 3 we are

making the introductions our main subject.

The task is intended as an introductory one. We won't produce a programme like we did with
the two previous tasks (although there may be a final edit at the end). Rather, we will
exchange and evaluate individual sequences with each other. The main content is therefore
determined by the subject "Introductions", although each class can interpret this in its own

way.

New Elements

In task 3 we want to include two new elements. Firstly we want to use the internet in addition
to videos as a medium of introduction. The pupils can present themselves on internet pages,
or via email or create a project diary. Secondly, we want to develop the area of language. In
the first project year we concentrated on each of the mother languages and used English as
a common language. There are however three deaf pupils in the new partner class from

England, and we want therefore to do an introduction in sign language.

Goals of the new task

What happens when we communicate using only these media instead of meeting face to
face? In our new handbook (which will be out in November 2000) Alfonso Gutiérrez explains
the difference between direct and mediated communication. We want to consider these
thoughts in the third task.

But we don't want to simply present ourselves using video and internet but also examine
what happens, when we use these mediated methods of communication. How is it, when
you present yourself on a video cassette, when we see pictures of one another but never
meet the people? What impressions do the words or the gestures create? If we want to use
the media as a bridge between cultures then we need to progress in this area of our project.
It is important to consider the individual elements of communication (eyes, words, images -

see handbook).

In the following you will find a plan of the third task and a list of questions to be used in

lessons.

Have fun trying it out!
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Concrete tasks

Exchange through Videocassettes

To observe a development of the task itself it is useful to exchange several cassettes

(always only copies - don't send the original cassettes).

e Presentation of each pupil using his/her own language (still shots form this will

also be printed and exchanged)

e Presentation of each pupil using sign language (information sheets from Martin

Holmes)

e Additional material (more about the pupil, the school) in the mother language,

English or sign language

Exchange via Internet

The internet exchange can be continuous:
¢ Introduction of each pupil on the school or the project web site
e Communication between pupils via email (in English)
o Creation of a project diary in the mother language (this would be translated later)

e Internet conference (if this becomes technically possible for us)
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Questions for lessons

Below are questions that can be used in 'Media education’.

Video and Communication

e How is it, when | introduce myself using a video camera?
o What comes across well, what is missing?
o How could | have done the recording differently/better?
o How would I like to present myself?
=  What impressions do the pupils in the partner schools get of me:
e through eye contact? (see handbook)
e through images (see handbook)
e through words? (see handbook)
»  What will they not learn about me?
e What comes across about the pupils from the partner schools?
o What impression do | get of the individual pupils?
o How do | imagine the pupils be?
o How would that be, if | could meet that pupil?
e How is it, when we see other people in TV?
o What comes across well, what is missing?
o How would that be, if we met that person face to face?

Internet and Communication

e How is that compared to a video exchange?

o How does my video presentation come across, compared to my internet

presentation?

Language and Communication

e How is that for me, when | communicate using sign language?
¢ How is that when | use my own/a foreign language?

e How difficult is it to understand the pupils from the partner schools?
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Evaluation Task 3 "Hallo, Hello, jHola!"

October - December 2000

Task: Introduce each other
Main focus of contents: Looking at how the children represent themselves in

different media

The third task has tried to continue the search for answers to our two main issues (see
introduction) -helping children to be more competent with media messages and finding
structures which help children of different cultures to communicate with understanding. As
well as an introductory exercise we incorporated two new elements: the use of the internet
and the introduction of sign language. Additionally we introduced video editing with the
children, although this happened six months later and only in Berlin (the editing will be

evaluated separately).

The internet workshop happened alongside the project work. Nearly all participating children

(and our friends from Israel and America) created a page with their own photo, text (often in
different languages) and sometimes additional graphics. Five children were not allowed by
their parents to publish their pages — these children created a page which was not published.
The children designed and produced the pages themselves, there was some input from the
teachers concerning some technical details. All pages were published on the project website.
The Spanish class kept their pages on their school server to be able to update them

whenever they wanted to. Those pages are linked with the project site.

With the exception of the class in England all children had access to the internet in the
school. They were able to look at the pages from the other children, explore the pages from
the children from the other countries. We motivated them to contact the partner children via
email, looking for similar interests, asking each other about other issues. This has failed,
mainly because the schools didn't have email addresses for the children. A few did this
through their computer at home. Our Israeli friends were very enthusiastic to communicate

and wrote a questionnaire which was then sent to the other classes.

The video introductions followed the same format we had used in the beginning of the first

year. The children recorded themselves in front of the video camera. They spoke in their own
language, other project languages and sign language. The material was collected in Berlin
and then again sent to all the partners. The children in Berlin produced a live show where
they presented the project and some of the material of the partners. Felix and Christian
edited a ten minute programme using sequences of all of the video material (roughly two
hours of source material). They tried to select an equal amount of material of all five
participating schools (the EU partners plus the friends from Israel and America) and added

titles and music.
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Using sign language was new to most of the children apart from our English partner school.
Thorn Grove Primary School has a small group of deaf children who are partly integrated
into the classes. The children there were familiar with sign language - this is part of their
school life. The other children learned basic expressions (the alphabet and some common
words) to communicate with each other. All the children recorded introductions using sign

language.

As with the other tasks we tried to stimulate the children to engage critically with what they

did. The theme of representation was again (as in task 1) central many of the discussions.
The children in Berlin answered a series of questions before they started their first
recordings: "What would you like to say? Which language would you use? Which facial
expression would you use? What impression would you like to create with your
introductions?". The results of the web pages and the video interviews were discussed. We
asked the children what they thought other children (who hadn't have met them) would make

of them and how they felt when they were recorded. Was it embarrassing?

We examined the raw footage as well as later examining the finished programme. This was
particularly worthwhile because the pace of the sequences was a lot slower and there were
no additional layers (sound, titles, image overlays). In Berlin we tried to strip the layers off
the finished programme. We looked at an introduction of one deaf girl, Hannah, from

Cheadle Hulme on three different levels:
e 1. Introduction with no sound (only sign language)

e 2. Introduction with English soundtrack (another child commentated Hannah's
hands)

e 3. Introduction with soundtrack and German subtitles

With each introduction the children had to write down what they understood. We then
discussed what happened during each round and how the overall impression changed. Each
layer revealed more information, from very general ('this is a deaf girl who wants to
communicate with us') to specific ideas ('she likes cycling'). We discussed how it would be if
we couldn't hear anything, what we would miss. Finally the children were asked to write a
short message to Hannah. The sign language exercises were generally received with a lot of
interest from the children. Most of them learned the letters very quickly. The deaf children in

England appreciated the efforts very much.

The third task proved to be worthwhile although it was planned rather as an informal
exercise. The design of the introductions could have been more creative. There were further
ideas of presenting someone else (for example someone | would like to be). The personal
elements of the internet pages have been very positive and have helped to build
relationships (continuing the goals from the second task), more than just a video exchange.
The children were able to access information about the other children at their own choosing

rather than a single viewing of a video sent by a class.
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